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"...what is the tolerable degree of skepticism from the failure of one's own language that can be 
communicated through art?" 

Jan Šerých is belonging to the young generation of Slovak and Czech artists who show the context of 
post-conceptual tendencies (e.g. Emese Benczúr, Jan Šerých, Viktor Frešo) and minimized visuality 
mentioning the classical concept and its colorscale. 



Déjà vu, “already seen”; also called paramnesia, from Greek ����  “para,” “near, against, contrary to” + 
�����  “mn� m� ,” “memory”) or promnesia, is the experience of feeling sure that one has witnessed or 
experienced a new situation previously (an individual feels as though an event has already happened or 
has happened in the recent past), although the exact circumstances of the previous encounter are 
uncertain. Jan Šerých´s current conceptual work is dealing with this phenomenon.  

Paramnesia, or déjà vu is the theme of the latest exhibition of the Czech artist Jan Šerých opening at the 
Strabag Kunstforum in Vienna. In his work, Šerých uniquely combines the seemingly incompatible- the 
rational and the emotional.  His rational formalism is rooted in treating letters as images; he uses the 
common language means beyond their usual usage realm and turns them thus into objects to be 
deciphered. Through this technique, the artist coveys his many times personal experience and intimate 
thoughts.  Based in this idea, Paramnesia presents multiple series of paintings and a video, which deal 
with issues of memory, forgetting and remembering. Although individual works come out of the subjective 
experience of the artist, the familiarity of used means of expression initiate a trialogue between the art 
works, the spectator’s personal experience and his very own memory of it. Signs, words and sounds are 
presented in repetition and create thus an impression of passage of time. Their nature then either 
embodies the temporal  linearity and/or gaps in it or prompts an active role of the spectator, who through 
the process of identification of respective words, signs and sounds experiences his very own feeling of 
déjà vu.  Markéta Stará FUTURA, Center of contemporary art, Prague  

Jan Šerých´s output can be characterized in terms of mathematical sets made up of elements of emotion. 
These elements rotate around their axes, boring into the support on which they are superimposed, 
resembling screws. From the exhibition “Yes”, City Gallery Prague, Old Town Hall, September 2009 

The exhibition presents different ways of conceptual and post-conceptual thinking and a radical reduction 
of the image space, in which the text itself becomes the main visual figure, as the principle of image 
content. The artworks are mostly defined by this phenomenon, which is one of the basic principles of the 
post-conceptual attitude. Thus, the paintings of Jan Šerých follow a very specific type of artistic 
expression, which should move toward the different ways of texting, from the classical concept of the 60s 
to the contemporary post-conceptual tendencies (conceptual text, different levels of the neo-conceptual or 
post-conceptual text – simultaneous text, intertext, outtext), they also show the widespread possibilities of 
the linguistic work with the visuality and content. Language is becoming the main code of communication, 
common starting point and bridge between the text and image. From the exhibition: “INTERTEXT - from 
the conceptual to the post-conceptual text”, Gallery of Ján Koniarek in Trnava, Koppl’s Villa, June 2009 

The paintings, objects and works on video by Jan Šerých are conceptual trompe-l´oeil of a sort. The 
formal abstract language, which references to the geometrical tendencies in painting and typography, is 
the subject of quotations in his works. The constructivist esthetics, as evaluated in history, is transformed 
into the emptied signs in Šerých´s works. Regular geometrical or typographical forms are revealed as 
polyfunctional surfaces destined to recycling or obsessive observations. Šerých simulates and ironizes 
the autonomy of order and esthetics and creates the private systems of organized distance. David 
Kulhánek, curator and publisher 
 
Šerých constructs his own note-taking apparatus which is based on his own experience of creative 
consumption. It seems that with the expansion of globalization and unification, 
the more our unique individual world will melt into one wide channel of unified products, brands, slogans 
and ideas. Šerých´s personal patterns of consumption are what subjectively negate this unification and 
transform it into a field of visualization and aesthetics. Vit Havránek in: “Subjective patterns of 
consumption”, Umelec 1/2004 
 
Guided tours at the Strabag House Vienna (Artlounge, Gironcoli- Sculpture Hall, Artcollection, Artstudio) 
are possible by appointment. For further information (photos, catalog) please contact: 
 
Strabag Kunstforum 
Barbara Baum, Tanja Skorepa, Donau-City-Straße 9, A-1220 Vienna,  
Tel: +43/ 1/ 22422 -1848 
e-mail: kunstforum@strabag.com, www.strabag-kunstforum.at 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biography Jan Šerých 
1972 born in Prague, CZ 
1992-1999 Academy of Fine Arts, Prague, CZ 
1995 Sommerakademie, Salzburg, A 
1996-2002 Member of the artist group BJ (Headless Rider)  
2005-2006 Residency scholarship at PROGR, Bern, CH 
2008 artists-in-residence, ISCP Program, New York, USA 
Lives and works in Prague, CZ 
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Gross domestic product, City Gallery, Prague, CZ 
2006 One lovely morn..., Galerie die Aktualität des schönen, Liberec 
GOTOHELL, Galerie na bidýlku, Brno, CZ 
Acne, Collection of R. Adam, Galerie Rudolfinum, Prague, CZ 
Invited some friends to come and watch, Galerija Nova / Galerija M. Kraljevi	 , Zagreb, HR 
2005 Abbey Road 2:45, Atrium, Moravian Gallery, Brno, CZ 
V. Biennial of Young Artists, House at the Stone Bell, City Gallery, Prague, CZ 
Prague Biennale 2, Definition of Everyday, Karlin Hall, Prague, CZ 
J. Chalupecký Award - Finalists 2005, City Gallery, Prague, CZ 
1811197604122005, Plan B, Cluj, RO 
2004 A je to!.a.M. Prague, CZ; Like beads on an abacus designed  
to calculate infinity, Rockwell, London, UK; Neutral, Motorenhalle, Dresden, D 
www.huntkastner.com 



 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 


