
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE - STRABAG ARTAWARD INTERNATIONAL 2010   
 
Hans Peter Haselsteiner, Chairman of the Board STRABAG SE presented the Strabag Artaward International 
at the Award Ceremony on June 17th 2010 at the Artlounge in the Strabag Building Vienna. 
The Strabag Kunstforum proudly presents the winner of the Strabag Artaward International 2010: 
 
AURELIA GRATZER / Austria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The awards of recognition went to: 
MARIA COREJOVA / Slovakia 
ALICE NIKITINOVÁ / Czech Republic 
MICHA PAYER & MARTIN GABRIEL / Austria 
LUCIA TALLOVÁ / Slovakia 
 
 
The Strabag Artaward International art subsidy prize of Strabag SE for painting and drawing is one of the 
largest grants from an Austrian company for the visual arts. It is to be understood as a recognition for 
outstanding individual artistic performance and is intended for the younger generation of artists up to the age 
of forty who seek to bring their works closer to an audience from the worlds of art and economics.  
From 2009 until 2011, artists from Austria, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia are eligible to 
participate. After the end of the three years, new countries will be chosen. Austria, as the headquarters of 
Strabag SE, will always participate.  
The Strabag Artaward International is endowed with 15.000 euros. In addition to the first prize, four awards of 
recognition worth 5,000 euros each are also bestowed. After the award ceremony and a group exhibition of 
the winning works, each of the five chosen artists will present their works in an individual exhibition at the 
Artlounge in the Vienna Strabag Building. Acquisitions for the collection will be made and the award-winning 
artists are then invited to stay as artists-in-residence at the Strabag Artstudio in the Vienna Strabag Building 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aurelia Gratzer and Hans Peter Haselsteiner  
 
If you would like to use press images, please call us or write a short email. Guided tours at the Vienna 
Strabag Building (Artlounge, Gironcoli-Sculpture Hall, Artcollection, Artstudio) are possible by appointment.  
 
Strabag Kunstforum 
A- 1220 Wien, Donau-City-Straße 9 
Tel:  +43/(0)   1/22422 -1849 
Fax:   43/(0) 1/ 22422 - 1847 
Email: kunstforum@strabag.com 
www.strabag-kunstforum.at  
 
 



 
Aurelia Gratzer 
 
1978 born in Hartberg, Styria, A 
1999-2004 Akademie der bildenden Künste,  
Department of Graphics / Painting, Vienna 
lives and works in Vienna, A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The boss – ein potemkinscher Narziss 
acrylic on molino, 120 x 120 cm, 2010 

 
Exhibitions  
 
2010 It’s showtime, Galerie Hunchentoot, Berlin, D 
Viennafair, Galerie Brunnhofer, A 
2009 Summer intervall 09, Galerie Bugdahn und Kaimer, Düsseldorf, D 
2008 Privatvergnügen, Galerie Brunnhofer, Linz, A 
Toxic 4 – part I / part II, with Christoph Schirmer, Galerie Bugdahn und Kaimer, Düsseldorf, D 
EMB – Contemporary Art, Balzers, Liechtenstein 
2007 Mark Moore Gallery, with Christoph Schmidberger, Christoph Schirmer, Santa Monica, CA, USA 
2006 Distorted heroes, with Christoph Schirmer, Berliner Kunstsalon, Berlin, D 
Daphne, Galerie Brunnhofer, Linz, A 
2005 Basis Raum, Artothek Galerie, Wien, A 
Figur und Wirklichkeit, BA-CA Kunstforum, Tiroler Landesmuseum, A 
Freiraum Malerei – österreichische Positionen, Schloss Ulmerfeld, Amstetten, A 
2004 Raumstrukturen, Galerie Exner, Wien, A 
Betreff Malerei, Galerie Brunnhofer, Salzburg, A 
Schneefrei, Galerie Schmidt, Tirol, A 
2003 Neue Bilder, Galerie Exner, Wien, A 
Studenten Triennale Istanbul 2003, Tr 
 
www.aureliagratzer.com  
 
 
For Aurelia Gratzer, it was not only the consistent further development of her oeuvre, characterized by 
architectonic interiors with their tonal, finely nuanced coloring, but also the extremely sensitive, delicate 
handling of the medium of painting itself which displays itself in her delightful, small-format paper work. The 
high artistic quality and distinctiveness of Aurelia Gratzer’s work has increased even more in recent years 
from what was already obvious from the submissions in previous years. 
 
The world of images of Aurelia Gratzer is one that is purely picturesque. The problems within the history of 
painting are reflected in her images and find their solutions in a very subjective procedure. If painting over the 
centuries was there to commit a depiction of reality – a so-called glance out the window – onto the canvas, 
Aurelia Gratzer quite consciously questions the illustratability of this. The spaces which we are confronted with 
are means to an end. The central-perspectival rendering of the spaces is disassembled into individual areas. 
The central perspective is transferred using a slow painting technique composed of layers: The linear 
characteristics of the perspective are not changed and yet they seem illogical to the viewer, at variance with 
the given reality. Perception is always the focus in the art of Aurelia Gratzer. The question of the changing of 
these perceptions is one that Aurelia Gratzer does not only pose to herself, but to the viewers of her paintings 
as well. Eva-Maria Bechter, curator, art historian



Maria Corejova  
 
1975 born in Bratislava, Sk 
1994-2000 Academy of Fine Arts and Design,  
Department of Painting, Prof. D. Fischer, Bratislava, Sk 
1997-1998 Slippery Rock University, PA USA 
1998-1999 University of Houston –  
Clear Lake, Houston, TX USA 
2002-2003 Art Institute of Boston, MA USA 
2000-2003 Doctorate at the Academy of  
Fine Arts and Design, Bratislava, Sk 
2004 European Diploma in Cultural Project Management,  
Marcel Hicter Foundation, Brussels, B 
2010 Vissegrad Artists, residency, CIANT –  
International Centre for Art and New Technologies,  
Prague, Cz 
lives and works in Bratislava, Sk 

My love for god is a real one 
indian ink on paper, 42 x 60 cm, 2010 

Exhibitions  
 
2009 Space and time, Municipal Gallery, Bratislava, Sk 
Plus minus XXI, House of Arts, Bratislava, Sk 
Bratislava 3rd chapter from the contemporary slovak art, Critiques Gallery, Prague, Cz  
2008 Common day, Room 19_21, Central Slovakian Gallery, Banská Bystrica, Sk 
New Zlin Salon, Zlín Gallery, Zlin, Cz 
2007/08 Bodyandoil, Central Slovakian Gallery, Banská Bystrica, House of Arts, Bratislava, Sk 
Tecko 1997-2007, Turiec Gallery, Martin, Sk 
Pudding generation, Stanica-Zárie� ie, �ilina, Gallery 13m3, Bratislava, Sk 
2006 The point of view, Gjk- Synagogue, Center of Contemporary Arts, Trnava, Sk 
Autopoesis, Slovak National Gallery, Bratislava, Sk 
2005 Remote control, Betonsalon, Museumsquartier, Vienna, A 
Videotheka, Officina Giovanni, Cantieri Culturali Ex-Macelli, Prato, I 
The common level, KulturAXE, Open Art Space Esteplatz, Vienna, A 
2004 Multiplace, Bratislava, Sk  
Between….Cik – Cak Centre, Bratislava, Sk 
Still life, A4-Zero Space, Bratislava, Sk  
Chronozone 1, project for PsyGeoConFlux Festival, with Kevin Hamilton, NYC, USA  
Chronozone 2, project for Versionfest, with Kevin Hamilton, Festival of Digital ArtChicago, USA 
2003 Signblock – Datatransfer, Festival of Digital Art, Prague, Cz 
Inout, Festival of Digital Image, Prague, Cz  
Vision and illusion, with M. Nociarova, Open Gallery, Center for Contemporary Art, Bratislava, Sk 
 
www.mariacorejova.13m3.sk  
 
The ink drawings of Maria Corejova from Slovakia contain topical confrontations and powers of deduction, 
whose lines are accompanied by internal tension. Objects from the environment and private life merge into 
one another as inherent questions in their differing manners.  
 
These drawings reflect subconsciousness as well as a permanent state of mind. They describe the present 
and a possible future world with flashbacks to the past. They’re just a glance at what is going on right now 
with crossreferences to what has already occurred. The unreachable deja vu, the question of point of view, 
the million words for simplicity. How to look at simple things and make them everything but simple is the long-
term topic in my work which I pre- and post- process in various media from drawings to video. Things can 
speak without words, be narrators without story. As time flows many new things happen. Every second holds 
a new narrative. And this is surely worth capturing. Maria Corejova 
 



Alice Nikitinová  

1979 born in �atec, Cz 
1994-1998 The secondary art school, Kiev, UA 
1998-2004 Academy of Fine Arts, Prague,  
Prof. Sopko, painting studio, Cz 
2003 Scolarschip, Facultad de Bellas Artes, Cuenca, E 
2005 Egon Schiele Art Centrum, residence,  
� eský Krumlov, Cz 
2007 Chantier public, residency, Lyon, F 
2008-2009 Rijksakademie van beeldende kunsten,  
residence, Amsterdam, NL 
lives and works in Prague, Cz 

Canta LX, mixed media on canvas 
160 x 160 cm, 2008 

Exhibitions  
 
2010 Stuff, BolteLang Gallery, Zürich, Ch  
Tracksuit Trousers and Wellingtons, City Gallery Prague, Cz 
2009 Rijksakademie OPEN, Rijksakademie van beeldende kunsten, Amsterdam, Nl 
Prague Biennale 4, Cz; Ribba (30x40cm), Cabinet Gallery, Brno, Cz 
2008 Jedna-dv� , Gallery Jeleni, Prague, Cz 
RijksakademieOPEN, Rijksakademie van beeldende kunsten, Amsterdam, Nl 
Resetting city, Gallery Prague, Municipal Library, Cz 
Critics Award, Gallery of Art Critics, Prague, Cz 
2007 Práce, with Zhanna Kadyrova, Gallery Nod, Prague, Cz 
Pracya, with Zhanna Kadyrova, Gallery Mystetskiy Arsenal, Kiev, UA 
Šunkový ná�ez, with Ivars Gravlejs, Gallery 35m 2, Prague, Cz 
Mobility, Regensburg, D;Normal, Chantier Public, Lyon, F 
Basse def, Oui Centre of contemporary art, Grenoble. F 
Une rentrée, Oui Centre of contemporary art, Grenoble, F 
2006 The conquest of cosmos, Café Ouky-Douky, Prague, Cz 
2005 Every bone broken, with Tomáš Van� k, Gallery Daubner, Prague, Cz 
Chaplin Resident Fighter, Futura Gallery, Prague, Cz 
Acné, Rudolfinum, Prague, Cz; Not just one room but many, AVU Gallery, Prague, Cz 
Sopko studio - absolvents and students, � eské Bud� jovice, Cz 
It is bad, but more worst is..., AVU Gallery, Prague, Cz 

http: //alicenikitinova.net  
 
Alice Nikitinovás large-format painting allures with its concreteness and strength. She paints large-format, 
nearly shrill tools and items from the surroundings which one often perceives unconsciously in an oversized 
manner and with the freshness of youth. Garbage cans, carts and concrete mixers are discovered in original, 
generous realization. Her aesthetic contains psychological aspects; using humor and painterly nonchalance, 
the artist does not emphasize the benefits of machines, but instead their omnipresence in everyday life.  
 
Alice Nikitinova’s imagery carries a distinct opaque colorfulness. The artist grapples with the boundaries and 
possibilities of painting, without making them the central theme of her paintings. She concentrates on the 
relationship between image, object and viewer by separating the conceptual classification from the purely 
formal qualities of the works. Nikitinova’s painting appears ‘modern’ – nevertheless it would be wrong to say 
that her works cite the classic modernist tradition of geometric abstraction. On first impression, the pictures 
convey a sense of clarity and assertiveness. “I am interested in the tension between the common stuff, which 
is part of our daily routine, and art stuff, which is meant to be a kind of festive object. Serving and served 
items appear on the same level of attention.” Jacqueline Uhlmann, curator, cultural manager 



 
Micha Payer  
1979 born in Wolfsberg, Carinthia, A 
Martin Gabriel  
1976 born in Linz, Upper Austria, A 
 
Micha Payer and Martin Gabriel 
2001-03 Akademie der bildenden Künste Wien,  
Prof. Renee Green, Marina Grzinic, A 
2001-06 Universität für angewandte Kunst Wien,  
Prof. Brigitte Kowanz, A 
2004/05 Academie voor beeldende Kunst Arnhem  
(ArtEZ), Nl 
2005 Fred Adlmüller – Stipendium 
2006 Sofie und Emanuel Fohn – Stipendium  
2007 Preis der Anni und Heinrich Sussmann – Stiftung  
2008 T-Mobile Atelierstipendium 
2009 Winner of the BA-Kunstpreises Kärnten,  
Galerie Freihausgasse, Villach, A 
artist-in-residence, Krumau; Cz des BMUKK 
2010/11 artist-in-residence, Chicago, USA des BMUKK  
live and work in Vienna, A 
 

Window to the garden 
pencil and colour pencil on paper, 100 x 150 cm 

 
Exhibitions  
 
2010 Zeichnungen, Kunstpavillon, Innsbruck, A 
Nadelstich ins Universum, Künstlerhauspalais Thurn und Taxis, Bregenz, A 
Vom Küchendunst zur Tafelkunst, Stadtgalerie Klagenfurt, A 
Nadelstich ins Universum, Galerie im Traklhaus, Salzburg, A 
Megacolonne, MUSA, Wien, A 
2009 BA-Kunstpreis Kärnten, Galerie 3, Klagenfurt, A 
2008 Micha Payer & Martin Gabriel, Christine König Galerie, Wien, A 
Urban jealousy, 1st International Roaming Biennial of Teheran, Iran 
Displace, Frauenmuseum, Bonn, D 
2007 Displace, Fotohof, Salzburg, A 
Matilde, showroom 6, Riga, Lettland 
2006 Scharfes Auge, Galerie Christine König, Wien, A 
All night long, Galerie Christine König, Wien, A 
 
www.christinekoeniggalerie.com  
 
Playful poetry combined with current time-references characterizes the work of the artist team Payer-Gabriel, 
in which hundreds of objects from everyday life and private life are set down on paper as if within a hidden 
object game. The diversity of the world combined with the fantasies of childhood and intellect, the 
unnecessary and the necessary compared with each other, show the viewer how important it is to look closer 
and take time for oneself. 
 
One could best describe the methods of our artistic work with the term “comprehensive list”. A list of images 
and objects, whose depictions we refer to from different sources, and which are then grouped around an initial 
event. The selection that we make is based, in a way, on the relationship of the things, which can be of an 
inherent, formal, cultural and personal nature. The goal is to bring all aspects, all perspectives into the light 
using these objects. We are tempted to truly not forget anything in the world of objects and yet we could only 
make one selection. The list ends for us when the categories dissolve within themselves in their loose and 
chaotic arrangement. Micha Payer and Martin Gabriel 



Lucia Tallová   
 
1985 born in  Bratislava, Sk 
2005- Academy of Fine Arts and Design Bratislava 
Department of painting and other media,  
Prof. Ivan Csudai 
2001-2005 Josef Vydra School of Applied Arts 
Bratislava, department of stone sculpture   
lives and works in Bratislava, Sk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deluge I, acrylic on canvas 
200 x 250 cm, 2009 

Exibitions  
 
2010 One step forward, MEDIUM Gallery, Bratislava, Sk 
Tricolora, with Silvia � echová and Patrícia Koyšová , Ex libris Gallery, Bratislava, Sk 
Parallels, Barcsay Hall, Gallery of University of Fine Arts, Budapest, H 
2009 Christmas exhibition, Space Gallery, Bratislava, Sk 
Sweet city, Ján Koniarek Gallery, KlUb 3, Trnava, Sk 
PRAHA!!!, Gallery Start, Studios Uhonice, Prague, Cz 
Lucia Tallová, SODA Grand opening, SODA Gallery, Bratislava, Sk 
2008 VŠVU / VŠUP, Gallery of Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design, Prague, Cz 
Occupied, with Silvia � echová and Patrícia Koyšová , Ex libris Gallery, Bratislava, Sk  
Slovak and Czech contemporary art, WOXART & WEISS, Bratislava, Sk 
Tri-Šty-Ri caffé, Bratislava, Sk 
2007 Apollo bussiness center, Bratislava, Sk 
Hotel Carlton Gallery, Bratislava, Sk 
Accenture Gallery, Bratislava, Sk 
Under guarantee, Gallery of Slovak Union of Visual Arts, Bratislava, Sk 
Posam Gallery, Bratislava, Sk 
Business Lease Gallery, Bratislava, SK 
 
www.luciatallova.com  
 

Lucia Tallová paints large-format city landscapes with atmosphere and finely nuanced colors. Sky, 
countryside and city in their various facets, perceived as idyll or threat, mark the conflict of the painting. The 
work, with its enormous effect of distance, critically illuminates the aspect of the beauty and the vastness of 
the world. Tallova’s series are impressive snapshots of modern landscape painting in urban environments. 

I work purely with the medium of painting. In my artistic work I combine two contradictory visual experiences 
– impersonal industrial scenery and dreamy ethereal landscapes. A fragment of architecture absorbs the void 
environment, which is filled with mist, smoke and subtle ornamental raster. These structures create the 
vagueness of the reality and add the elements of lightness and airiness to the painting. The deliberate 
application of luscious colors and lace ornaments forms a strong contrast to the  dirty, abandoned and cold 
city. The combination of these paradoxes creates a strong atmosphere of something suspicious and sinister, 
yet tranquil at the same time. Thematic and visually free space is given to the paintings through the technique 
of sequential brightening and dismantling of the material. The urban topic is slowly retreating in my last series, 
where the city drowns symbolically and thus opens a whole new thematic period. Lucia Tallova 

 

 


